
Year 1 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

MethodologyYear 1 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

Methodology

Year 2 Data Collection, Fieldwork and AnalysisYear 2 Data Collection, Fieldwork and Analysis

Year 3 Writing Up & SubmissionYear 3 Writing Up & Submission

Year 4 ExaminationYear 4 Examination

22 33 44 55 66 77 88 9

Formal check of
progress that
ethical approval has
been obtained (as
required). 
•   Progress report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Substantive written
work (as defined by 
the
College)
• Evidence of 
completing
the Research Integrity
online course
• Evidence of 
completing
College/Department
research methods
training

9

Formal check of
progress that
ethical approval has
been obtained (as
required). 
•   Progress report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Substantive written
work (as defined by 
the
College)
• Evidence of 
completing
the Research Integrity
online course
• Evidence of 
completing
College/Department
research methods
training

1010 1111

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 1818 1919 20

Formal check of
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if  
ethical approval 
granted (if required)

• Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s) or 
equivalent

20

Formal check of
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if  
ethical approval 
granted (if required)

• Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s) or 
equivalent

21

Early Submission by 
exception: 
Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

21

Early Submission by 
exception: 
Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

2222 2323 24

Earliest submission 

date by exception

24

Earliest submission 

date by exception

1212

2626 2727 2828 2929 30

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

30

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

3131 3232 33

Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

33

Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

3434 3535 36

Submission

36

Submission

37

Writing Up Fees 
commence

37

Writing Up Fees 
commence

38

Mock Viva
(anytime between 
submission and viva)

38

Mock Viva
(anytime between 
submission and viva)

39

Viva
(Within 3mths of 
submission)

Outcome a)
At least 2 weeks 
before viva, a 
recommendation 
of No Award can be 
made without a 
viva; 

Outcome b) 
Award  > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer);

 
Outcome g)
No Award

39

Viva
(Within 3mths of 
submission)

Outcome a)
At least 2 weeks 
before viva, a 
recommendation 
of No Award can be 
made without a 
viva; 

Outcome b) 
Award  > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer);

 
Outcome g)
No Award

40

If thesis not yet 
submitted: 

Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration. 
• Progress Report
• Draft Thesis
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

40

If thesis not yet 
submitted: 

Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration. 
• Progress Report
• Draft Thesis
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

4141 42

Outcome e)
(3mths post-viva)

2nd Viva if 
performance at 1st 
viva unsatisfactory 
but thesis 
acceptable

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
No Award

42

Outcome e)
(3mths post-viva)

2nd Viva if 
performance at 1st 
viva unsatisfactory 
but thesis 
acceptable

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
No Award

4343 4444 45

Outcome c) 
6mths Minor 
amendments 
submitted (period 
can be extended)

Outcome f) 
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil instead of PhD 
(period can be 
extended)

Latest Date 
Nomination of 

Examiners
(At least 16wks prior 
to maximum 
submission date)                             

45

Outcome c) 
6mths Minor 
amendments 
submitted (period 
can be extended)

Outcome f) 
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil instead of PhD 
(period can be 
extended)

Latest Date 
Nomination of 

Examiners
(At least 16wks prior 
to maximum 
submission date)                             

46

Outcome c) 
Minor amendments 
review outcome 
within 20 days of 
submission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

46

Outcome c) 
Minor amendments 
review outcome 
within 20 days of 
submission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

4747 48

Outcome f)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

 
2nd Viva after 6mth 
MPhil resubmission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
No Award 
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

Maximum 
Registration

Latest Submission 
Permitted

Submission after this 

point can only be 

made if an extension 

has been agreed or 

by exception only.

48

Outcome f)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

 
2nd Viva after 6mth 
MPhil resubmission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
No Award 
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

Maximum 
Registration

Latest Submission 
Permitted

Submission after this 

point can only be 

made if an extension 

has been agreed or 

by exception only.

4949 5050 51

Outcome d)
12mth Resubmission 
(period can be 
extended)

51

Outcome d)
12mth Resubmission 
(period can be 
extended)

5252 5353 54

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

2nd Viva after 
12mth resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
Resubmit for MPhil 
or 
No Award
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

54

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

2nd Viva after 
12mth resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or 
Resubmit for MPhil 
or 
No Award
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

5555 5656 5757 5858 5959 60

Outcome d)
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil

60

Outcome d)
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil

PhD Timeline - Full time

6161 6262 63

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

3rd Viva after 6mth 
resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or
No Award
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

63

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

3rd Viva after 6mth 
resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or
No Award
or 
Viva waived > Award 
> Library thesis 
submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

6464 6565 6666 6767 6868 6969 7070 7171 7272

2525

1

4-week review
Meet supervisory 
team

•Research (Project)
Plan 
• 3D Researcher
Development Plan
• Induction Checklist

1

4-week review
Meet supervisory 
team

•Research (Project)
Plan 
• 3D Researcher
Development Plan
• Induction Checklist

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Additional enrolment during September for January/April starters

Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)

Pre-arrival: 
Initial Query > Application > Interview > Registration & Enrolment

Pre-arrival: 
Initial Query > Application > Interview > Registration & Enrolment



PhD Timeline - Part time

Year 1 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

MethodologyYear 1 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

Methodology

22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 1010 1111

1313 1414 1515 1616 1717 18

Formal check of
progres and ethical 
approval has
been obtained (as
required).
• Progress report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Substantive written
work (as defined by 
the
College)
• Evidence of 
completing
the Research Integrity
online course
• Evidence of 
completing
College/Department
research methods
training

18

Formal check of
progres and ethical 
approval has
been obtained (as
required).
• Progress report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Substantive written
work (as defined by 
the
College)
• Evidence of 
completing
the Research Integrity
online course
• Evidence of 
completing
College/Department
research methods
training

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

1212

2626 2727 2828 2929 30

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

30

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

3131 3232 3333 3434 3535 3636

3838 3939 4040 4141 42

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

42

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

4343 4444 45

(Early submission by 
exception: 
Nomination of 
Examiners)

45

(Early submission by 
exception: 
Nomination of 
Examiners)

4646 4747 48

(Earliest submission 
date by exception)

48

(Earliest submission 
date by exception)

Year 5 Writing Up Year 5 Writing Up 

5050 5151 5252 5353 54

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

54

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

5555 5656 5757 5858 5959 6060

Year 2 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

MethodologyYear 2 Research Proposal, Literature Review & 

Methodology

Year 3 Data Collection, Fieldwork and AnalysisYear 3 Data Collection, Fieldwork and Analysis

Year 4 Data Collection, Fieldwork and AnalysisYear 4 Data Collection, Fieldwork and Analysis

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Additional enrolment during September for January/April starters

1

4-week review
Meet supervisory 
team

• Research (Project)
Plan 
• 3D Researcher
Development Plan
• Induction Checklist

1

4-week review
Meet supervisory 
team

• Research (Project)
Plan 
• 3D Researcher
Development Plan
• Induction Checklist

Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

2525

3737

5151

Pre-arrival: 
Initial Query > Application > Interview > Registration & Enrolment

Pre-arrival: 
Initial Query > Application > Interview > Registration & Enrolment



Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

Progress Review
 
Outcomes:
• Progress on PhD programme 
• Provisionally progress
• Re-grade to a MPhil from PhD 
• Required to withdraw

Maximum Registration - 
Submission must be made by 
this point (unless an extension 
has been granted).

Progress Review

Viva

Submission/Resubmission

Degree Awarded

Key:

Events - Outcomes - 

Viva
 
Outcomes (as per Senate Reg. 5.40):
a) No Award (pre-viva)
b) Award PhD
c) Minor amendments < 6mths to resubmit PhD
d) Resubmit PhD < 12mths (with/without viva)
e) Repeat viva only < 3mths
f) Resubmit for MPhil < 6mths (with/without viva)
g) No Award

Year 7 ExaminationYear 7 Examination

73

Writing Up Fees 
commence

73

Writing Up Fees 
commence

74

Mock Viva
(anytime between 

submission and viva)

74

Mock Viva
(anytime between 

submission and viva)

75

Viva
(Within 3mths of 
submission)

Outcome a)
At least 2 weeks 
before viva, a 
recommendation 
of No Award can be 
made without a 
viva; 

Outcome b) 
Award  > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer);

 
Outcome g)
No Award

75

Viva
(Within 3mths of 
submission)

Outcome a)
At least 2 weeks 
before viva, a 
recommendation 
of No Award can be 
made without a 
viva; 

Outcome b) 
Award  > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer);

 
Outcome g)
No Award

7676 7777 78

Outcome e)
(3mths post-viva)
 

2nd Viva where 
performance at 1st 
viva unsatisfactory 
but thesis 
acceptable

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or No Award

If thesis not yet 
submitted:
Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration.

• Progress Report
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft Chapter(s)
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

78

Outcome e)
(3mths post-viva)
 

2nd Viva where 
performance at 1st 
viva unsatisfactory 
but thesis 
acceptable

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or No Award

If thesis not yet 
submitted:
Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration.

• Progress Report
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft Chapter(s)
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

7979 8080 81

Outcome c) 
6mths Minor 
amendments 
submitted (period 
can be extended)

Outcome f) 
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil instead of PhD 
(period can be 
extended)

                             

81

Outcome c) 
6mths Minor 
amendments 
submitted (period 
can be extended)

Outcome f) 
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil instead of PhD 
(period can be 
extended)

                             

82

Outcome c) 
Minor amendments 
review outcome 
within 20 days of 
submission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

82

Outcome c) 
Minor amendments 
review outcome 
within 20 days of 
submission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer)

8383 84

Outcome f)
(3mths post-
resubmission)
 
2nd Viva after 6mth 
MPhil resubmission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or No Award 

(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

84

Outcome f)
(3mths post-
resubmission)
 
2nd Viva after 6mth 
MPhil resubmission 

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) 
or No Award 

(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

8585 8686 87

Outcome d)
12mth Resubmission 
(period can be 
extended)

87

Outcome d)
12mth Resubmission 
(period can be 
extended)

8888 8989 90

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

2nd Viva after 
12mth resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) or 
Resubmit for MPhil 
or No Award
(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

If thesis not yet 
submitted: 
Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration.

• Progress Report
• Draft Thesis
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

90

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

2nd Viva after 
12mth resubmission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) or 
Resubmit for MPhil 
or No Award
(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

If thesis not yet 
submitted: 
Formal check of both
progress with thesis
write up and plan to
submit by maximum
period of registration.

• Progress Report
• Draft Thesis
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan

9191 9292 93

Latest Date 
Nomination of 

Examiners
(At least 16wks prior 

to maximum 
submission date)

93

Latest Date 
Nomination of 

Examiners
(At least 16wks prior 

to maximum 
submission date)

9494 9595 96

Outcome d)
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil

Maximum 
Registration

Latest Submission 
Permitted

Submission after this 

point can only be 

made if an extension 

has been agreed or 

by exception only.

96

Outcome d)
6mths Resubmit for 
MPhil

Maximum 
Registration

Latest Submission 
Permitted

Submission after this 

point can only be 

made if an extension 

has been agreed or 

by exception only.

9797 9898 99

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

3rd Viva after 6mth 
submission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) or
No Award
(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

99

Outcome d)
(3mths post-
resubmission)

3rd Viva after 6mth 
submission

Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer) or
No Award
(or Viva waived > 
Award > Library 
thesis submission > 
Graduation 
(summer))

100100 101101 102102 103103 104104 105105 106106 107107 108108

Year 6 Writing Up & SubmissionYear 6 Writing Up & Submission

6262 6363 6464 6565 66

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

66

Formal check
progress, plan to
meet expected
submission date and if
ethical approval 
granted (if required). 

 • Progress Report
• Updated 3D
Researcher
Development Plan
• Updated Thesis Plan
• Draft thesis 
chapter(s)
or equivalent

6767 6868 69

Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

69

Nomination of 
Examiners

(At least 16wks prior 
to submission)

70

 

70

 

7171 72

Submission

72

Submission

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start date)

PhD Timeline - Part time

6161

Year 8 ExaminationYear 8 Examination

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)

Post-Examination Thesis Changes
Annual enrolment every September (regardless of start 

date)
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